
First Church climate accomplishments 

New Solar Panels Will Zero us Out

After the building improvements planned by Ron Cookston's team are made our church's emissions 
from electricity will be zeroed out.   Their plan is to install energy efficiency measures and solar panels 
equal to the churhes usage.  It will be financed by a 20 year loan with attractive terms.  Ron was 
especially stunned when the architect told him that just changing our lighting to LED will reduce our 
electricity usage over the next 30 years by $700,000.  
 

In 2006, Hosted the First Climate Group in Houston 

Twenty years ago, Houston politicians and even Houston's environmentalists didn't speak about global 
warming.  But in 2006, the  President of the Board, some church members, and other concerned 
citizens formed Houston's first citizens' group for climate action.  The Houston Chronicle printed the 
story and our picture.    We asked the Mayor to act and he did.  

Helped with the Texas Coal War in 2006

In 2006, the Governor of Texas, Rick Perry attempted to fast track 19 permits for new coal plants. Fast-
tracking cuts a year out of the permit process which makes it difficult for citizens to organize in 
opposition.   TXU asked for 11 permits.  Public Citizen in Austin connected opposing citizens including
our climate action team.   Then the mayors of Dallas, Houston and dozens of other cities got involved 
and took legal action.  It was the first time Texas elected officials had organized on an environmental 
issue.  Finally, a year after the campaign started, investors took over TXU and struck a deal with the 
citizen's group.   They promised to cut emissions, build more renewable energy and drop 8 of their 
permit requests.  We agreed to that. 

Robert Redford made a documentary movie about it, Fighting Goliath: Texas Coal Wars.  You can 
watch it at the Climate Action Team table in Channing Hall.

Coal is Ending.   More Wind and Solar than Coal Now, in the US and the Globe 

Coal is filthy.  70% of our mercury pollution is from coal power.  Mercury is linked to the rise in 
autistic children.   And, per kilowatt produced, coal produces twice as much carbon dioxide as natural 
gas.  Wind and solar are even cleaner and now are cheaper per kilowatt than any fossil fuel.    

Coal is declining.   The last US coal plant was built in 2011 in Wyoming. As of this year, in the US and 
the globe,  more electricity has been produced by wind and solar than coal.  It’s pretty much impossible
to now finance new coal, and the cost of capital is more than 20% for offshore oil, 12% for LNG and 
just 4% for renewables. 
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